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PREFACE
The Passion of the Christ is more than a movie title or even a 

few hours one Friday. It’s a phrase that grabs the very essence 

of the earthly life of Jesus. The word passion comes from the 

Latin word pati, which means to suffer or endure. When we 

contemplate the true meaning of the Incarnation, God be-

coming flesh, we understand that when Jesus left His place 

at the right hand of the Father, it was driven by His passion to 

rescue us and, therefore, from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, every 

day was marked by it.

Though he was God,

he did not think of equality with God

as something to cling to.

Instead, he gave up his divine privileges;

he took the humble position of a slave

and was born as a human being.

When he appeared in human form,

he humbled himself in obedience to God

and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

Philippians 2:6–8
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Through the finished work on the cross, Jesus fulfilled every 

promise in Scripture. He did this to redeem you and bring you 

salvation. 

As you begin this Passion Week Devotional, I encourage you 

to prepare your heart by thanking Jesus for His willingness 

to leave the glory of heaven because of His deep love and 

passion for you.

Pastor Robert Morris





7

The 
Grieving 

Jesus
  P A L M  S U N D A Y 

As Jesus prepared to enter Jerusalem through The Golden 

Gate on the Sunday before His death, the crowds gathered 

on the western slope of the Mount of Olives to get a glimpse 

of this man who had healed the blind and made the lame to 

walk. As Jesus rode on the back of a young donkey through 

the grove of olive trees, people laid cloaks and palm branch-

es (thus the name, Palm Sunday) on the road in front of Him, 

as they would have for any conquering king in ancient times 

returning to his city. 
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The adoring crowd began to chant: “Hosanna to the Son of 

David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Ho-

sanna in the highest heaven!” (Matthew 21:9 CSB). Hosanna 

means, “Save us, we pray!” They knew Jesus was somebody 

special, but they didn’t grasp that He was the Messiah. They 

only saw Him as a prophet: “When He entered Jerusalem, the 

whole city was in an uproar, saying, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds 

were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Gali-

lee’” (Matthew 21:10–11 CSB). 

The fact that they still did not grasp who He was, despite all 

the prophecies that pointed to Him and all the miracles He 

performed that validated Him, broke His heart. As He wept, 

He cried:

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 

and stones God’s messengers! How often I have want-

ed to gather your children together as a hen protects 

her chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me” 

(Matthew 23:37).

Like their ancestors before them, they failed to recognize God’s 

message and ultimately His Messiah. They got caught up in 

themselves and all the trappings of religion and missed who 
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He really was. This Passion Week, focus on the real person of 

Jesus and the real purpose for which He came: to rescue you.

PRAYER
Jesus, thank You for coming to earth to rescue me and save 

me. You took the penalty I deserved. Today and every day, I 

recognize You as my Messiah. I desire to honor and serve You 

all the days of my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Holy Spirit, what are You saying to me today? 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
Matthew 21:1–11; 23:37–39; Mark 11:1–11; Luke 19:28–44
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The 
Angry
Jesus

 H O L Y  M O N D A Y

The Bible is full of references about the anger and wrath of 

God. What makes some believers uncomfortable is to see 

those emotions in the life of Jesus, the Good Shepherd and 

Prince of Peace. A careful review of His life and ministry shows 

multiple times when He grew impatient with His disciples, 

even rebuking them on occasion. He often showed His wrath 

to the religious leaders of His day.
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One such event happened soon after His triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem. The Gospels are not tidy pieces of chronology. 

Each writer presents events to reinforce his grander narrative. 

Either late Sunday or early Monday of the week Jesus died, He 

walked into the Temple and went ballistic:

They came to Jerusalem, and he went into the temple and 

began to throw out those buying and selling. He over-

turned the tables of the money changers and the chairs 

of those selling doves, and would not permit anyone to 

carry goods through the temple. He was teaching them: 

“Is it not written, My house will be called a house of prayer 

for all nations? But you have made it a den of thieves!” 

(Mark 11:15–17 CSB).

The grief that Jesus experienced the day before had turned to 

anger for the same reason: Israel, and Jerusalem in particular, 

had squandered their opportunity to be a light pointing to the 

gracious and merciful Yahweh. Even worse, the religious lead-

ers were oppressing the people by forcing them into obligatory 

religious practices instead of a passionate relationship with their 

Creator. Insult upon insult, these leaders made an exorbitant 

profit off selling sacrifices to pilgrims who traveled to worship 

Yahweh in the Temple, adulterating what was meant to be holy. 
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The cleansing of the Temple demonstrates how concerned 

Jesus was with the reverence of worship. He still is. When we 

worship, privately or corporately, He expects us to enter into it 

with a surrendered and devoted heart. This Passion Week, be 

careful not to slip into a casual, half–hearted experience. Wor-

ship and celebrate Him with unadulterated passion.

PRAYER
Lord, thank You for desiring a relationship with me. Thank You 

for Your grace and mercy in my life. I want my worship to be a 

pleasing aroma to You. Help me to worship and celebrate You 

with all my heart and soul. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Holy Spirit, what are You saying to me today? 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
Matthew 21:12–13; Mark 11:15–17; Luke 19:45–48; John 2:13–16
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The 
Fighting

Jesus
 H O L Y  T U E S D A Y

Jesus was not a timid man. Meek, yes. Gentle, usually. But 

when it came to the religious leaders of His day, He was not 

afraid to take them head on. They were bullying the people 

and heaping guilt and shame on them for not keeping some 

of their silly rules. When Jesus stood up to them, they got an-

gry. They were incensed when He healed someone on the 

Sabbath. They were appalled when He ate with prostitutes 

and scoundrels. Jesus described the Pharisees and Scribes as 

ones who “crush people with unbearable religious demands 
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and never lift a finger to ease the burden. Everything they do 

is for show” (Matthew 23:4–5). 

Early on in His earthly ministry, Jesus sparred with them care-

fully, almost playfully. But as Passion Week drew near, His 

blows became sharper. On the Tuesday before He died, He’d 

had enough and started becoming more forceful, pronounc-

ing eight woes. In fact, the title of Matthew 23 in most Bibles 

says, “Woe to the Scribes and Pharisees.” These were pro-

nouncements of great sorrow and misery, wishes for calamity 

and grief. And He topped it off by calling them snakes and a 

brood of vipers!

What makes Jesus fighting mad? At least three reasons 

emerge in these woes:

1. Jesus hates hypocrisy.

Hypocrisy is pretending to hold to a moral standard but 

living in ways that ignore that standard. It doesn’t mean 

we have to be perfect, but it does mean we should de-

sire and attempt to live in a way that is worthy of His call-

ing on our lives. Are there areas of your life you know are 

not honoring to Jesus? 
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2. Jesus hates when we make our opinions and prefer-

ences sound as if they’re His. 

We should not add our own requirements for holiness 

such as how one should dress, what songs should be 

sung at church, and what one should or should not eat 

or drink. Are you placing too much weight on your pref-

erences and opinions about what is pleasing to Jesus?

3. Jesus hates when we hinder others from coming to Him. 

The ultimate offense of the Pharisees was that their hy-

pocrisy and their legalism were keeping people from 

coming to the Father. Is your life a testimony of God’s 

love and grace that draws people to Jesus?

This Passion Week, examine your life to make sure what you’re 

doing is honoring and pleasing to the Lord. 

PRAYER
Lord, help me to live an authentic life that is pleasing to You. I 

repent of any areas of hypocrisy in my life. Let my testimony 

draw people to You by showing them Your love and grace. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Holy Spirit, what are You saying to me today? 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
Matthew 21:22–27; 23:1–32; 

Mark 11:27–33; 12:38–40; Luke 20:27–47
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The 
Betrayed

Jesus
 S P Y  W E D N E S D A Y

After Tuesday’s berating by Jesus, the chief priests called an 

assembly on Wednesday at the palace of the High Priest, try-

ing to figure out how to do away with Him. They couldn’t fig-

ure out how to get it done during Passover because of His 

popularity. Little did they know that they would get help from 

an unexpected source.

Jesus was staying in Bethany during Passion Week, and on that 

Wednesday, a woman came to anoint His head with a fragrant 
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oil contained in an alabaster jar. John’s account identified the 

oil as nard or spikenard, considered the gold standard among 

fragrant oils. Obviously, it was quite expensive. To keep the 

aroma fresh, it stayed sealed in a container until needed. 

When that moment arrived, the container, in this case expen-

sive alabaster, would be broken, consequently destroying it.

This was such an extravagant display that even the disciples 

complained that it was wasteful. “We could have sold this for a 

bunch of money and given it to the poor,” they said (see Mat-

thew 26:8–9). Jesus’ response was to remind them that there 

will always be poor people because of broken human nature, 

but He was not always going to be with them: “She has done a 

noble thing for Me.… By pouring this fragrant oil on My body, 

she has prepared Me for burial” (Matthew 26:10, 12 HCSB).

This was the tipping point for Judas. He figured out Jesus had 

no political aspirations and began stealing from the money 

bag. He had heard that the chief priests were looking for a 

way to capture and kill Jesus, so he offered to spy for them, 

selling his soul for 30 pieces of silver.

What a contrast between these two. One had come to the 

point where she believed Jesus was her Savior and held back 
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nothing in her love and gratitude for Him. The other was so 

caught up in his greed and self–absorption that he could not 

see Jesus as anything other than a ticket to ride somewhere 

politically and monetarily. 

This Passion Week, ask yourself this: Is Jesus truly your Savior? 

Will you follow Him anywhere and surrender all to Him? Or is 

He a ticket to ride somewhere you want to go, tending to your 

comfort as you go?

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, thank You for being my Savior. I love You and 

want to serve You with all of my heart. I want to give You my 

best and honor You in all that I do. I surrender all I have to You. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Holy Spirit, what are You saying to me today? 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
Mark 14:3–9; Matthew 26:6–13; John 12:2–8





24

The 
Humble 
Jesus

 M A U N D Y  T H U R S D A Y

At this point, the end is near, and Jesus knows it. He summons 

His disciples to a secluded room somewhere in Jerusalem to 

give last minute instructions, His Last Will and Testament, of 

sorts. Because Passover has begun, the disciples are expect-

ing to settle into the Seder (meaning order) meal, retelling the 

escape from Egypt and tasting foods and drinks that repre-

sent different aspects of the Exodus story. 
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As they arrived, no one bothered to wash their feet. This was im-

portant to do for two reasons. First, in a day when everyone wore 

open sandals and traveled on the same paths and roads as the 

animals, one can imagine what was on their feet! The ancients 

didn’t sit in chairs like we do; they reclined at low tables, leaning 

on their elbows or pillows. Their feet were going to be up close 

and personal to the people closest to them. Second, because 

this was such a high and holy moment to the Jewish people, cer-

emonial cleansing was paramount. So what did Jesus do? He 

got up, stripped down to His undergarment, wrapped a towel 

around His waist, and washed the feet of His disciples. 

Normally this was done by a servant of the host, but in this 

case, Jesus was both host and servant. When He was finished, 

He said, “Since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 

feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an 

example to follow. Do as I have done to you” (John 13:14–15). 

Then He launched into His “Upper Room Discourse,” laying 

out His vision for their future, including a new commandment. 

“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you are also to love one another. By this everyone 

will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” 

(John 13:34–35 CSB). This is where the term Maundy comes 

from, a Latin word meaning command.
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Think about what a remarkable act of humility the Creator of 

the Universe, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the Alpha and 

Omega performed that night—washing stinky, dirty feet. This 

Passion Week, think about how close your humility is to our 

Suffering Servant’s. Whose feet do you need to wash?

PRAYER
Lord, thank You for modeling true humility and servanthood. 

I want to serve others as You served them. Help me to love 

people the way You love them. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Holy Spirit, what are You saying to me today? 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
Matthew 26:17–35; Mark 14:12–31; Luke 22:7–38; John 13
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The 
Suffering  

Jesus
 G O O D  F R I D A Y

On our journey through Passion Week, we’ve arrived at Good 

Friday, which is an oxymoron: a phrase with words that seem-

ingly contradict each other. Some say the reason it’s called 

Good Friday is that the antiquated word for good was holy. 

That could be, but for true believers, it’s all about the good 

that God makes out of bad. In this case, the terrible torture 

and murder of Jesus, as bad as it was, delivered something 

that was infinitely good. 
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But this day, the day of Jesus’ execution, was all bad. It started 

just after midnight as Jesus and His band of 11 followers head-

ed out the Eastern/Golden Gate, across the small Kidron Valley, 

to a garden at the base of the Mount of Olives called Gethse-

mane. This may have been the worst of the tortures Jesus was 

to endure. In that Garden, His divinity wrestled with His human-

ity to the point that His body began to sweat droplets of blood, 

a rare condition called hematohidrosis. He kept pleading with 

His Father to allow Him to avoid the great humiliation, suffering, 

and darkness ahead of Him. But in the end, He surrendered: 

“Not my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42 CSB). 

 

After being identified by Judas and dragged out of the garden 

by soldiers, Jesus underwent seven different trials and multi-

ple beatings. Eventually Pilate, the Roman Governor, had Je-

sus tortured at the hands of soldiers who excelled at inflicting 

pain. After they beat Him almost unconscious with rods, they 

strapped Him to a post and flogged Him with whips made of 

leather strips with pieces of bone or metal on the tips, made 

to tear huge chunks of flesh away from the body. These whip-

pings were so destructive that histories of other such accounts 

tell of prisoners’ organs being exposed.
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Then about nine o’clock in the morning, He was marched and 

dragged outside the city walls and crucified, probably naked. 

Romans would make sure that criminals of this type were ex-

ecuted in public places to remind their subjects who was in 

control. The Scripture says people walked by and hurled in-

sults at Jesus, as did His enemies, the Pharisees. Eventually, 

the Father laid the entirety of human sin on Jesus so that you 

and I, and all who believe, could be redeemed.

Seven hundred years prior to that day, Isaiah the prophet saw 

what was happening:

But He was wounded for our transgressions,

He was bruised for our iniquities;

The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,

And by His stripes we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray;

We have turned, every one, to his own way;

And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all 

(Isaiah 53:5–6 NKJV).

This Passion Week, ponder what great pain and suffering Jesus 

went through for you. Let that reality sober you—driving you to 

your knees in humble thanksgiving and passionate adoration.
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PRAYER
Jesus, thank You for enduring such horrible pain and suffering 

on the cross. I cannot imagine, nor could I have borne what 

You went through. You took upon Yourself all the pain and suf-

fering the world deserved and gave me everlasting life. I’m so 

grateful for Your gift of salvation. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Holy Spirit, what are You saying to me today? 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
Matthew 26:36–27:56; Mark 14:53–15:41; 

Luke 22:39–23:49; John18:1–19:37
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The 
Dead
Jesus
 H O L Y  S A T U R D A Y

If you’ve seen The Princess Bride, you may remember the 

scene where Montoya and Fezzik think young Westley is dead, 

so they bring him to Miracle Max, played by Billy Crystal. Af-

ter a brief examination, Max declared that Westley wasn’t “all 

dead,” just “mostly dead,” and that there’s a big difference be-

tween the two.

That statement is right on! Some sceptics insist that Jesus 

wasn’t all dead, that He was only mostly dead, and that after 
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He was removed from the cross and laid in the tomb, He woke 

up, recovered His strength, and escaped. This is called “The 

Swoon Theory,” yet there are other theories out there that 

try to explain away the death of Jesus. There are three good 

books that address this nonsense thoroughly: The Case for 

Christ and The Case for Faith by Lee Strobel and The Case 

for the Resurrection of Jesus by Gary Habermas and Michael 

Licona. In these books you will find, in great detail, why it’s 

impossible that Jesus didn’t die. Doctors, scientists, coroners, 

and others point to physical evidence in the Scriptures caus-

ing them to conclude Jesus actually died. On top of that, the 

Roman soldiers who were assigned to the torture and cruci-

fixion were experts in death. This was a job they could not fail 

at doing. Even the centurion assigned to the job asserted that 

Jesus died.

When you read the accounts of Jesus’ burial and do a little 

research, you’ll find that the way the Jews prepared a body 

for entombment would keep anyone from surviving it. They 

would wrap the body in layer after layer of tightly wound cloth, 

then cover it with 75 or more pounds of aloes and ointments. 

The only biblical reference to what happened is Matthew 

27:65: “‘You have a guard of soldiers,’ Pilate told them. ‘Go 

and make it as secure as you know how’” (HCSB). They went 
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and secured the tomb by setting a seal on the stone and put-

ting the guards in place. Roman guards forfeited their lives if 

they failed at jobs like this.

But let’s dig into the question: What if Jesus did not really die? 

The apostle Peter, eyewitness to the death and the resurrection, 

said, “Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never 

sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to 

God. He suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in the 

Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). If Jesus did not die for our sin, that means 

that our sin still has not been paid for; it has not been atoned. 

And if Jesus did not really die, then the resurrection is a hoax. 

As the apostle Paul wrote, “And if there is no resurrection of 

the dead, then Christ has not been raised. And if Christ has 

not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still 

guilty of your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:16–17).

Jesus was “all dead.” He had to be, or we are all doomed. This 

Passion Week, think through the meaning of Jesus’ death on 

the cross and what He accomplished through it. Then praise 

and worship Him for His great love.
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PRAYER 
Jesus, You paid a debt I could never pay. I believe You suf-

fered and died a real, painful, humanly shameful death in that 

garden. Thank You for suffering for me once for all time and 

sparing me from that unspeakable agony. As I meditate on 

Your Word and think about all the things You’ve done for me, 

let my faith in You be increased. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Holy Spirit, what are You saying to me today? 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
Matthew 27:57–66; Mark 15:42–47; 

Luke 23:50–56; John 19:38–42
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The 
Victorious  

Jesus
 R E S U R R E C T I O N  S U N D A Y

The biggest event in all of history, in all of Scripture, and in all 

of heaven is the physical, bodily resurrection of Jesus! On the 

second Sunday of Passion Week, Jesus of Nazareth walked 

out of Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb, proving that He was and 

always will be the conqueror of death and sin!

Not only is this the most important event in all of history, but 

it’s the one and only event in all of history that deals with the 

brokenness of humanity. No other historical person, no oth-
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er religious leader, no other religious holiday, no other faith 

structure, no other philosophical framework even claims to 

deal with the core problem of a sinful humanity.

This is the most important event in all of Scripture because all of 

Scripture points forward to or backward to the resurrection. All 

66 books of the Bible contain language, typology, imagery, and 

promises concerning a Redeemer; someone who would take 

on the real issue of humanity’s brokenness and conquer it once 

and for all. From Genesis at the beginning (“All the peoples on 

earth will be blessed through you” (12:3 CSB)), to the middle of 

the Psalms (“Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors, 

and let the King of glory enter” (24:7)), to the end in Revelation 

(“And they sang in a mighty chorus: ‘Worthy is the Lamb who 

was slaughtered— to receive power and riches and wisdom and 

strength and honor and glory and blessing’” (5:12)), the Bible 

anticipates and celebrates the Resurrected Messiah!

It’s the most important event in all of heaven because even 

before the world was created, in His foreknowledge, the first 

phase of God’s redemptive plan was already made: “The 

Lamb slain from [before] the foundation of the world” (Reve-

lation 13:8) and “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
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in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him be-

fore the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

without blame before Him” (Ephesians 1:3–4 NKJV). Heaven 

was anticipating the resurrection for eternity!

As you read the Resurrection passages today, reflect on the pas-

sion of Christ that led Him from heaven to live among us, to live 

a perfect life so that He could die a perfect death for you and 

me. And then glory in the remarkable, irrefutable reality that His 

resurrection proved He is God. “God promised this Good News 

long ago through his prophets in the holy Scriptures. The Good 

News is about his Son. In his earthly life he was born into King 

David’s family line, and he was shown to be the Son of God 

when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 1:2–4). Amen!

PRAYER
God, thank You for Your redemption plan for my life. Thank 

You for sending Your son to die for me and to rise again that 

I may live. Lord, as I meditate on Your Word today, may You 

renew my passion for You and for the life You’ve given me. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Holy Spirit, what are You saying to me today? 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
Matthew 28:1–15; Mark 16:1–8; Luke 24:1–12; John 20:1–18
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